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Railway line ponds
In 2015 we decided to create some nature ponds along the side of the railway line. The ponds were 
started in October 2015, the following pictures show the progress between then and August 2016.
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Waterfowl wetlands
In 2009 we decided to re-establish the old water meadow drainage ditch to create a wetland for 
waterfowl. Special machinery was used to scrape out the soil to form a shallow dish shaped ditch. 
The photographs below show the ditch under construction and an aerial photos of it in October 
before fl ooding and in January as it started to fi ll with water.
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Wildbird seed plots
The wildbirds are very important to us. Over the years we have put up countless “small bird” boxes 
as well as larger owl boxes. We also have areas set aside for crops specifi cally grown to feed certain 
species of birds that live on the farm.



31

Wildbird research
Research at Rectory Farm is conducted on behalf of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) involving 
the regular Ringing of birds. Ringing aims to monitor survival rates of birds and collect information 
about their movements. This information provides vital support for conservation efforts as it helps to 
understand how these processes infl uence population sizes over time and identifying these mechanisms 
is the fi rst step in reversing declines of many farmland birds.
The British and Irish Ringing Scheme is organised by the BTO. Over 900,000 birds are ringed in 
Britain and Ireland each year by over 2,600 trained ringers, most of whom are volunteers. You can 
also help by reporting any ringed bird you fi nd which will be a valuable contribution to this research.
Ringing birds is essential if we are to learn about how long they live and when and where they move 
to. Placing a lightweight, uniquely numbered, metal ring around a bird’s leg provides a reliable and 
harmless method of identifying birds as individuals. At Rectory Farm over 1000 birds are caught and 
ringed every year. Birds are caught by using mist nets placed across there fl ight path to and from the 
wild bird food crops grown extensively on the farm. Many of the birds caught at Rectory Farm are of 
signifi cant conservation concern such as Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting and Tree Sparrow.
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Contact Us

Address: George & Ann Eaton.
 Rectory Farm,
 Water Stratford Hill,
 Tingewick,
 Bucks. MK18 4PD

Email: rectoryfarm121@gmail.com

Telephone: 01280 848587

‘Live your life as if you will die tomorrow.
               Farm as if you will live forever’. 
                                                                                   A G Street


