Gamebird feeding hoppers provide winter food for
species on small farms in the East Midlands
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= BACKGROUND

Axiomatic declines in farmland songbird abundance have been
reported since the 1970% (Fuller et al. 1995) with national trends
attributed to a reduction in winter food resources as a result of
changing farming practices (Robinson & Sutherland, 2002).

Other than anecdotal comments [cf. Vickery et ol 2004), there is
a paucity of published evidence to suggest gamebird feeders
provide winter food for other birds and wildlife.

Therefore, could incidental supplementary feeding benefit
formiand wildlife during the ‘hungry gop’?
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= RESULTS

General trends: A total of 4006 observations of 27 different
animal species were captured on video over five months, giving a
trapping incidence rate of 10.8 animals / hour. Mumbers of
visitations changed seasonally |Figure 2), and songbirds made up
2B.0 % of all observations. The top five species recorded were
yellowhammers (16.3 %), wood mice (15.1 %), rooks (13.7 %),
pheasant (10.8 %) and grey squirrels (B.9 %). Badgers (5.0 %)
were also seen (Figure 5)
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Camera Traps: Motion sensitive cameras were used to
passively monitor hoppers (Figure 1). Day time and nocturnal
patterns were videoed with pairs of hoppers in woods and

hedges monitored for 72
hours each month at each
site, and twice in May,

Analysis using a GLM

Spout type: 82 % of video clips showed animals feeding from
wheat thot had collected at the base of the hopper
Significantly more animals fed from the open tray feeding
head compared to spiral and window feeder heads |Figure 4).

Discussion: 58 % of all
observations consisted of

songbirds (Siriwardena et al. 2008). This study showed that

. showed that there
; was @ skgnificent supplementary feeding on shoots increases winter food and
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Species diversity rose the hoppers in  order to
Figure 3: Seasonal changes in total species Im a linear Fashion retrieve feed.
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